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the autumn of 1918 I had never heard of this step of Wilson which 
apparently went pretty far to meet us. I do not know, even today, 
whether mistakes or a chain of adverse circumstances were responsible. 

Ludendorffs account (Own Story, vol. I, pp. 379-81), while not ex- 
plicit, leaves the impression that Hindenburg was present at the 
discussion of this proposal with the Emperor. The point should be 
cleared up, but is perhaps immaterial, for Hindenburg adds that 
" war with America was inevitable at the end of January, 1917 ". 

Just a word must be said about the readable style and the excel- 
lent translation. But the publisher should have known that the title 
" Marshal " is not used in the German army. 

Bernadotte E. Schmitt 
Western Reserve University 

Mexico and Its Reconstruction. By Chester Lloyd Jones. 
New York, D. Appleton and Company, 1921. — xi, 330 pp. 

As results of the study of Mexican conditions which began in the 
fall of 1917 under the auspices of Mr. E. L. Doheny, there have 
now appeared seven books. Two are by Walter Flavius McCaleb, 1 
three by Wallace Thompson, 2 another by Fred Wilbur Powell, 8 and 
the seventh is by Dr. Lloyd Jones. Together they present the chief 
interests which invited the attention of the body of men and women 
enlisted in the investigation. As yet no works have appeared which 
devote themselves specifically to the petroleum situation, the mining 
industry, the educational interests, or the agrarian problem. 

Mexico and Its Reconstruction includes a wider Tange of topics 
than any of the other volumes mentioned, save perhaps Mr. Thomp- 
son's People of Mexico, this latter being a survey of many phases of 
the social problem in Mexico. It contains much of value, the chief 
defect being that it presumes an untenable thesis, namely, that the 
Mexican nation is a reversion to the Indian type, and that in order 
to survive it must be dominated by a white race, the inference being 
that foreign investors will provide the dominant element. This 

1 Present and Past Banking in Mexico. New York, Harper's, 1920. 
The Public Finances of Mexico. New York, Harpers, 1941. 

* The People of Mexico; Who They Are and How They Live. New York, 
Harper's, 1921 ; Trading with Mexico, New York, Dodd Mead and Company, 
1 92 1 ; The Mexican Mind, a Study of National Psychology, Boston, Little, 
Brown and Company, 1922. 

8 The Railroads of Mexico. The Stratford Company, 192 1. 
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ethnological and social deduction will not stand in face of the assimi- 
lation of the conscient population to the European type. Mexico is 
fast becoming a mestizo nation, just as surely as the United States 
is a Creole nation, a native white people of European forbears. The 
half-Indian blood, the glorification of Indian forbears and virtues, 
the pride in the accomplishments of notable full-blooded Indians, is 
a Mexican trait of glorifying the happily dead past, and does not 
gainsay the obvious truth that the Mexican social ideal is as Euro- 
pean as our own. Indeed, it is more strongly so in art, literature, 
architecture, philosophy — in most of the factors with which the 
Doheny group did not concern itself. 

Dr. Lloyd Jones, recognizing that there never has been a Mexican 
"people" — by which he means that the numerous ethnic entities 
have never arisen to a sensibility of common spiritual possession of 
and identity with their geographical area — approaches his study from 
the angle of the need of developing more fully such a sense of 
nationality plus appreciation of international obligations and eco- 
nomic interdependence. That is to come about, he thinks, by opera- 
tion of forces from within — witness the present educational expan- 
sion — rather than by the superimposition of authority or direction 
from without, though the influence of American non-governmental 
agencies must be brought into fuller play than hitherto if success is 
to be obtained within a measurable period. 

There is little in the volume with which to disagree. There are 
noticeable omissions. Some treatment might have been given to the 
influence of radical socialistic thought from the United States and 
Europe on the temper of Mexican laborers and politicians in their 
enmity to foreign capital. The mistaken policy of American labor 
elements in intervening in the social struggle in Mexico has been as 
unfortunate as the fact that much of the profit from foreign invest- 
ment goes steadily out of the country. It is because of this depri- 
vation of the " unearned increment " that the infiltration of foreign 
brains, energy and capital is irksome to the Mexican as he becomes 
economically conscient. And not even the taxes derived from all the 
exploitation benefit the public at large, it being notorious that heavy 
percentages of governmental receipts are misapplied or misappro- 
priated. These are the underlying causes of the unrest of more than 
a decade, and until they are conquered there will be no reconstruc- 
tion without alternating periods of confusion, injury and menace. 

Dr. Lloyd Jones presents in twenty-one chapters some ten or eleven 
topics, all concerned chiefly with the period since independence. 
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References to the colonial period are scant, and deductions drawn 
from it are marked by unfamiliarity with its literature and by the 
common characteristic of American and Spanish-American writers, 
that of belittling the Spanish colonization, always with Anglo-Saxon 
accomplishment of the present time as the unconscious basis of com- 
parison. In his economic chapters the author would have done better 
had he consulted the six-volume edition of Bancroft instead of the 
1914 one-volume revamp of that work. The select bibliography, 
covering eight pages of titles of books and periodicals, has a few 
other notable omissions, among these being several works on petro- 
leum and on the Constitution of 1917 by Mexican authors. Some of 
the included works are propaganda material scantily reliable, as, 
for instance, T. Esquivel Obregon's Inftuencia de Espana y los Esta- 
dos Unidos sobre Mexica. 

The discussion of the government of Mexico and the sections on 
foreign status, petroleum demands, and border troubles are admir- 
able in material and reasonable in tone. Probably the best chapter 
in the book is the last one, on Mexican-American relations. Without 
being tedious it shows that the two nations have often solved irri- 
tating problems by using common sense instead of sticking to " me- 
ticulous insistence on respect for technical rights under international 
law" (p. 288). Wider vision on both sides will increase the speed 
of approach to an entente cordiale and leave agonized fear of politi- 
cal absorption as far out of the minds of Mexicans as it is from 
those of the masses of Americans. 

Herbert Ingram Priestley 
University of California 

Histoire generate de la Chine et de ses relations avec les pays 
Strangers depuis les temps les plus anciens jusqvta la chute de la 
dynastie mandchoue. By Henri Cordier. Paul Geuthner, Paris, 
1920. 4 vols. 572, 432, 428, 425 pp. 

In these days of increased interest in China the appearance of a 
substantial history of the country is most timely. We have many 
studies of contemporary conditions and problems in the great Asiatic 
republic, in the form of articles and books. One difficulty with most 
of these, however, is that they lack sufficient historical background. 
To attempt to understand or to describe the China of today without 
a knowledge of the nation's past for the last twenty-five hundred 
years, would be as futile and misleading as would a study of con- 



